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velopment, which so ponderous a mass as the common-
wealth of the state cannot follow without injury to its
organism. Ponderous masses, and among these the life
and development of great nations must be reckoned, can
only move with caution, since the road on which they
travel to an unknown future has no smooth iron rails.
Every great state-commonwealth that loses the prudent
and restraining influence of the propertied class, whether
that influence rests on material or moral grounds, will
always end by being rushed along at a speed which must
shatter the coach of state, as happened in the development
of the French Revolution. The element of greed has the
preponderance arising from large masses which in the
long run must make its way. It is in the interests of
the great mass itself to wish decision to take place with-
out dangerous acceleration of the speed of the coach of
state, and without its destruction. If this should hap-
pen, however, the wheel of history will revolve again, and
always in a proportionately shorter time, to dictatorship,
to despotism, to absolutism, because in the end the masses
yield to the need of order; if they do not recognise this
need a priori^ they always realise it eventually after mani-
fold arguments ad hominem; and in order to purchase
order from a dictatorship and Caesarism they cheerfully
sacrifice that justifiable amount of freedom which ought
to be maintained, and which the political society of Eu-
rope can endure without ill-health.

I should regard it as a serious misfortune, and as an
essential weakening of our security in the future, if we in
Germany are driven into the vortex of this French" cycle.
Absolutism would be the ideal form of government for
an European political structure were not the King and
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